Noun class prefixes and early Bantu borrowing in East
Africa
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Non-Bantu > EA Bantu (LHEAf)

what we (+Nina van der Vlugt) did and are
doing:

inventory of proposals (bias!): Ehret, Nurse, a.o.
selection of promising cases 740 proposals >153
items; + some additional

building on Philippson 2013

select for at least 3 Bantu language groups in EA
> 44
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Context

- Bantu entry in East Africa roughly 2000 bp

- Great Lakes region crucial but not yet for us

- Cushitic: early in Kenya, late in Tanzania;
other South Cushitic presence in K-Tz
Mountains, Dahalo, Yaaku

- Nilotic: South, East and West, in that
chronological order from North through the
funnel Lake Turkana— Uganda

- intense contact pre-Tanzanian Cushitic and
South Nilotic in East Nyanza (Lake Victoria) =

Leiden University. The university to discover.



- Hypothesis of East Nyanza as area where
Bantu entered EA (K+Tz) and borrowed SC
and SN words that travelled with them

- Only those groups can have SC or SN loans, or
through Bantu>Bantu spread

- Other contact zones: KTz Mountain Cushitic
(and pre-Dahalo) for Taita-Kilimanjario-Pare

area
- But also Kuliak and “Earlier Eastern African”

were sources for lexicon C

Leiden University. The university to discover.



Leiden University. The university to discover.



parallel lexicon inconscious creation

Ma’a IMb meaning Mbugu NMb
m-hé person class 1 m-nhtu

va-hé people  class 2 va-nhtu
m-harégha arm class 3 m-kéno
mi-harégha arms class 4 mi-kono
vu-basa face class 14.1 vu-sho
ma-basa faces class 6 ma-sho
lu-nabo rib class 11 lu-vaju

nabo ribs class 10 mbaju

lu-mutud rope class 11 | u-zighi

mutu ropes class 10 ndighi

lu-paé saliva, curse class 11  lu-té .

mh-paé saliva, curses class 10 ny-6té
vu-huyé  sorrow class 14.1 vu-kiva
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Replacement in language shift

- Mbugwe example:
- chumbi (10) < Swahili chumvi.
- Original Mbugwe tényo (10)

- chatu 9 python | naroroda 9

- luga 9/10 language | ndoseka 9

- motdmwa 1/2 slave | mosombwa 1/2
- mpiti 1/2 hyena | mulanda 1/2

- kibSkuv 7/8 hippopotamus | mwina

- PS: nsiyé 9/10 fish: also siyé _
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Projection to past?

- problematicin principle but what else?

- different sociolinguistic and political
circumstances but limitations of historical
sociolinguistics where there is no writing

- borrow from colonial languages

- different economies and societies

- boundaries of languages since colonial
period: tribe formation. Both presence and

absence of organised central power .
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Developments in pfx and class

- Apparent chronology

- gondu > CKB-Kikuyu gondu 9/5 and input for
ka-gondu

= > nondu with added pfx and Meinhof’s
rule and now C17? As in Meru ka-nondu

- Apparent:
ndaa ‘louse’ > gataa ‘small louse’ (Englebretson &

Jessica Li 2015:23)
- Kikuyu adds nasals to many recent loans from Swahili in
class 9 and removes it too for shift to ka- -
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Case study 1: gondi/u ‘sheep’

Source: Fehn: a relative of proto-Khoe-Kwadi
*g(w)uu ‘sheep’ with m.sg suffix —ndi
(allomorph after nasal vowels, assume gai-ndi
‘sheep’

Alternative/intermediate source: pTzC
*gwaandi/u ‘ram’ goondi in Burunge,
*gwaandu in NTzC. wa>o Burunge innovation;
i>u irregular, possibly reinterpretation of
number sfx. Retention if related to pEOT *wan
‘ram’. Limited distribution in Cushitic. C
Difference in semantics.
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CHAGA has the root in 5/ 6 i-/ma- and no initial N
added. [complex history]

NECB: i-(n)goniji (5) regular palatilisation of C2.
Different realisations of C1 point to assignment to 9
and later shift to 5 OR borrowing from CKB into 5 OR
assignment to 5 and shift to 9 + internal reanalysis

(below)
Most of Ruvu (the bulk of NECB) has a different

Cushitic transfer
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East Nyanza: North Mara & Suguti: ci/iri+pondi
History of class 9 with added nasal and
shift/assignmentto 5 or 7 but South Mara: a-
ngondu separate source and transfer event. All
late developments.

Geater Luyia: li-gondi borrowed into 5 with CV
pfx

Not further in Uganda.
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Giryama E7/2

nondzi (Mo6hlig 2022)

but end 19th C (Taylor 1891)
gondzi, pl ma-gondzi ‘sheep’ +
nondzi ‘sheep collectively’ (Meinhof law)

one sheep: mbuzi ya nondzi (plur. za nondzi), as
distinguished from mbuzi ya pee, a goat; ka-gondzi
lambs of both sexes’; pl u-gondzi) (Taylor 1891)

Derivational shift to 9 for collective and later
reinterpretation as default = one of the mechanisms of L
diachronic noun class shift
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chronology through sound laws

- Gogo mvulati 9/10 ‘he-goat’ from gulati: attributed
to class 9 and addition of nasal after spirantisation of

of
- fulati (9?) in Claus 1911

- ivulati (5) in Rugemalira (2008)

- mvulati 9/10 ‘he-goat’ Rossel (1989) Two v’s vl
results in mb v2 in mv In 9. f<>mv difference East
and West Gogo.
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Mechanisms of n.cl. (pfx) change

1. (minor) derivational shift and
reinterpretation
2. varation N~- for class 9 pfx and
regularisation to added N- [(n)siye ‘fish” in
Mbugwe
. “crazy rules”: lexical morphological magnets
4. (loss of distinction in agreement or noun
prefix due to phonological rules)

0
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Gogo Rugemalira 2008 Claus 1911

ng'ombe [ng'd:mbe] n.cow; bull;
cattle.

nyehe [nyé:he] n.suckling calf.
nzeku [nzé&:ku] n.young bull.
ndama [ndé&:ma] n. calf; heifer.
nghongolo [ng'hé:ngolo] n. large
castrated bull.

nghambako [ng'hambéa:ko] n. bull;
castrated bull.

ngadada [ngadéa:da] n. mature cow.
mbuguma [mbugt:ma] n.animal
goat, cow) ready to be mated.

ng'ombe nhasa sterile cow
+

suwate [suwéa:te] castratedyoung
bull. 9/10a

Rind nnombe

9 S‘ugkalb r_? 2 nidh‘

-, Kalb 7 nzdku

—, Kalb ¢ ndama

—, verschnitten nkdrigolo

—, Bulle kambaku

—, Bulle, der spéter noch
kastriertwurdenkalama

-, ¢ nach dem ersten
Kalben ngadada

-, ¥ nach dem zweiten
Kalben mboguma

—, ¢ die nie trachtig wurde
same

—, ¢ die nie mehr trachtig
wird ntasa
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Challenges

- No class indication in word lists

- ilikolo<>inolo 5 <> 9 with augment

- Different adaptations, different transfers

- Or transferinto SH 5, shift to 9, addition of
voiceless nasal later voiced

- Mwika transfer from form close to source
*kweR with subsequent spirantisation and
late adding nasal of class 9
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Conclusion

- Same strategy of zero allomorph at moment
of transfer

- Strong tendency to add nasal for class 9

- Further shifts in class memberships with
addition of n.cl pfx common

- Few re-interpretations of first syllable (note
that the Cushitic or Nilotic sources often have
“too many” syllables.
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